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VIRGINIA: A SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
  HELD IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE SURRY COUNTY  
  GOVERNMENT CENTER ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 AT 7:00P.M. 
 
PRESENT: SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, CHAIR  
  SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE, VICE-CHAIR 
  SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES 
  SUPERVISOR GIRON R. WOODEN, SR. 
  SUPERVISOR MICHAEL H. DREWRY 
 
ALSO 
PRESENT: MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
  MR. WILLIAM HEFTY, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
  MRS. FAYE WARREN, TREASURER 
  MS. GAIL CLAYTON, CLERK, SURRY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
  MRS. VALERIE PIERCE, DIRECTOR, SURRY SOCIAL SERVICES 

MS. RHONDA RUSSELL, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
SHERIFF CARLOS TURNER 
MRS. SOPHENIA PIERCE, DIRECTOR, OFFICE ON YOUTH 
MR. ERVIN JONES, DIRECTOR, PARKS & RECREATION 
MRS. LINDA GHOLSTON, WORKFORCE COORDINATOR 

  
CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Seward who then asked for a 
moment of silence.  Following the moment of silence, he asked those present 
to stand and say the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve the amended 
agenda as presented with additional payables.  Supervisor Drewry seconded 
the motion; all present voted affirmatively.   
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
1. Approval of October 6, 2016 Minutes, Board of Supervisors 
2. Approval of November 2016 Accounts Payable: 

 

  
Accounts 
Payable Additional Total 

General Fund $125,109.17 $175,794.60 $300,903.77 

Debt Service $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Capital $432.00 $34,051.89 $34,483.89 

Water & Sewer $23,410.32 $3,597.42 $27,007.74 

CSA $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Indoor Plumbing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Juror Payments $150.00 $0.00 $150.00 

Totals     $149,101.49 $213,443.91 $362,545.40 
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  3.  Appropriation Requests: 

School System - November 2016 Instruction $650,000.00 

 
Admin./Health $75,000.00 

 
Pupil Transp. $85,000.00 

 
Operation/Maint. $125,000.00 

 
Food Serv. $40,000.00 

 
Debt Service $0.00 

 
Capital Projects $0.00 

 
Technology $55,000.00 

 
Total $1,030,000.00 

Dept. of Social Serv. - November 
2016   $140,000.00 

 
 
4.  2nd Quarter General Fund FY17 Appropriation Requests: 
 

 
FY 16-17 1st Quarter  2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter Remaining 

 
Budget Request Request Request Request Balance 

General 
Government $8,866,792.00  $3,063,981.00  $2,230,980.00  $0.00  $0.00  $3,421,831.00  

Special Funds $306,678.00  $173,000.00  $25,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  $108,678.00  

Debt Service $1,921,234.00  $1,000,000.00  $500,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  $421,234.00  

Water & Sewer $334,226.00  $200,000.00  $75,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  $59,226.00  

Capital Projects $7,907,842.00  $3,499,522.00  $51,907.00  $0.00  $0.00  $4,356,413.00  

  
    

 
  

 TOTALS $19,336,772.00  $7,936,503.00  $2,882,887.00  $0.00  $0.00  $8,367,382.00  

 
5.  Budget Amendment, Victim Witness Program:  $22,100.00 
6.  FY 17 Budget Amendment, Emergency Services:  $12,662.46 
7.  FY 17 Budget Amendment, School System:  $114,821.90 
 
Supervisor Drewry questioned the additional Accounts Payable amount and 
the amount of quarterly appropriations.  Mr. Franklin stated that he would 
have the Finance Director, Ms. Terri Hale provide Supervisor Drewry with an 
explanation of the amounts.  Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board 
approve the Consent Items as enumerated. Supervisor Wooden seconded the 
motion.  Supervisors Lyttle, Holmes, Wooden, Drewry and Seward voted 
affirmatively to approve the motion. 
 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
1.  VDOT 
 No Report 
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2.  Treasurer 
A.  Investment Letter 
Mrs. Faye Warren, Treasurer, reported the following: as of the 
October 6, 2016 meeting, it was reported that the balance in the LGIP 
Fund was $10,746,888.06.  Since that report, accrued interest for 
September, 2016 in the amount of $5,676.14 had increased that 
balance to $10,752,564.20.  Since the last report, $1,500,000 was 
transferred from the LGIP to the General Fund leaving a balance in the 
LGIP of $9,252,564.20.  As of November 3, 2016 the County had 
$9,752,564.20 in total investments, including one CD valued at 
$500,000.00 which will mature on January 28, 2018.  
 

3.  County Administration 
A.  Presentation: Projects Update & Award of Contract 
Mr. Franklin informed that Mr. Brian Camden, Project Manager, had 
no new information to present since their last meeting.  Mr. Franklin 
did, however, ask Mr. Darrell Rickmond, who was present at the 
meeting to address any questions relative to the Town of Dendron 
Water System Upgrade.  Mr. Rickmond reported that engineers had 
responded to concerns from VDOT and was in process of securing all 
necessary easements.  He further stated that during the installation of 
fiber optic cable in the Town, water lines had been cut which have 
since been repaired by Sussex Service Authority.  Although 
unfortunate, the incident did provide engineers further insight into 
the existing system.  Mr. Rickmond also informed that a geotechnical 
survey would be required prior to laying the footings for the elevated 
water tank, and that bid documents had been completed in 
anticipation of an invitation for bids which should be released in 
January or February of 2017.   
 
B.  Presentation: Broadband Update 
Ms. Rhonda Russell, Director of Planning and Community 
Development addressed the Board to provide an update relevant to 
the County’s Broadband Initiatives.  Ms. Russell reported that lease 
documents had been prepared and forwarded to SCS Broadband, Inc.   
Mr. Whelchel has expressed his desire to move forward with the 
agreement as his business plan allows.  Ms. Russell informed that she 
anticipated having a lease contract for the Board to review at their 
December meeting.  Ms. Russell also reviewed the timeline for the 
project.  (Ms. Russell’s presentation materials are attached as an 
integral component of these minutes.) 
 
Supervisor Lyttle requested that a Broadband Authority meeting be 
scheduled.  Ms. Russell addressed concerns of Board members and 
audience members by further stating that SCS Broadband was a 
private business entity and must consider their established business 
plan and their return on investment before entering into any business 
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arrangement, and that they would offer services when it was 
advantageous for them to do so. 
 
C.  Presentation: Workforce Development Update 
Mrs. Sophenia Pierce, Director of Surry County Office on Youth, 
addressed the Board to provide a departmental update.  She reviewed 
accomplishments of the department for the period from July through 
October 2016 and informed that the office would be relocating to the 
former Head Start location on Lebanon Road.  (Presentation 
materials are attached as an integral component of these 
minutes.)   
 
Mrs. Linda Gholston, Workforce Coordinator, also addressed the 
Board to provide an update on the County’s Workforce Program.  (A 
copy of Mrs. Gholston’s presentation is attached as an integral 
component of these minutes.)   
 
Mrs. Pierce further informed that the department would continue to 
provide job readiness training, job fairs and hiring events and work to 
identify funding sources for relative activities. 
 
D.  Jamestown Settlement 2019 Commemoration 
Ms. Pat Bernshausen, DMO, informed the Board that in 2019 the 
Commonwealth of Virginia will commemorate the ongoing journey 
toward the key ideals of America: Democracy, Diversity and 
Opportunity – three forces that converged in Virginia in 1619 and 
have been shaping America ever since.  The Commemoration will 
mark the 400th anniversary of the first representative legislative 
assembly in the New World, the arrival of the first recorded Africans 
to British North America, the observance of the first official 
Thanksgiving at Berkeley Plantation, and the expanding impact of 
women on the Virginia Colony.  The Commemoration will launch a 
series of programs and events across Virginia of national and 
international significance to build awareness of the state’s role in the 
creation of the United States and position Virginia as a global leader in 
education, economic development and tourism.  Ms. Bernshausen 
showed a brief video to provide further information 
(http://administration.virginia.gov/Commemoration-video/). 
 

Supervisor Lyttle requested that staff provide a resolution to the 
Board at their December, 2016 meeting; members of the Board 
concurred. 
 
E.  NACo’s Rural IMPACT County Challenge 
Mr. Franklin deferred to Supervisors Lyttle who informed that rural 
communities, which are home to millions of Americans, are a vibrant 
part of our nation’s economy.  However, 85% of our nation’s 

http://administration.virginia.gov/Commemoration-video/
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persistent poverty counties are in rural America.  The National 
Association of Counties (NACo) has partnered with the White House 
Rural Council to create a national initiative aimed at helping advance 
counties’ efforts to reduce the number of rural children and families 
living in poverty.  The purpose of the Rural IMPACT County Challenge 
(RICC) is to recognize and support counties that are making a real 
difference in the lives of children in rural communities. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve a resolution 
to signal their support for this initiative.  Supervisor Holmes seconded 
the motion which passed with unanimous approval. 
 
F.  Appointments: Highway Transportation Safety Commission 
Mr. Franklin informed that correspondence had been received from 
Ms. Frances Bailey, Project Coordinator I, regarding the need for 
appointments to the Surry County Highway Transportation Safety 
Commission.   
 
No action was taken. 
 
G.  Appointments: Planning Commission 
Mr. Franklin informed that correspondence had been received from 
Ms. Rhonda Russell, Director of Planning and Community 
Development, regarding the need for appointments to the Surry 
County Planning Commission.   
 
Supervisor Holmes made a motion that the Board re-appoint Mr. John 
Stokes (Surry District) for a term beginning October 1, 2014 and 
ending September 30, 2018.  Supervisor Wooden seconded the 
motion; all present voted affirmatively. 
 
Supervisor Drewry requested that a listing of all of the County’s 
Boards and Commissions be placed on the County website and that 
appointments be brought to the Board in a timelier manner. 

 

H.  Appointments: Wetlands Board 
Mr. Franklin informed that correspondence had been received from 
Ms. Rhonda Russell, Director of Planning and Community 
Development, regarding the need for appointments to the Surry 
County Wetlands Board.   
 
No action was taken. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Appointments: Surry County Economic Development Authority 
Mr. Franklin informed Board members of the need to appoint 
representatives to the Surry County Economic Development Authority. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that Mr. Jason Seward (Surry District) for a 
term beginning July 1, 2014 ending June 30, 2018.  Supervisor Wooden 
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Supervisor Drewry informed regarding a Halloween event held recently in 
Dendron and stated that he had forwarded information regarding the state 
audit of the Crater District Area Agency on Aging to all Board members by 
email.  Supervisor Drewry further asked for a final review and adoption of 
By-Laws for the Board of Supervisors at their January, 2017 meeting. 
 
Supervisor Holmes informed that he planned to schedule a public meeting in 
the Carsley District in the upcoming months. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle requested that staff review the County’s investments to 
ensure that the County was getting the best return. 
 
Supervisor Holmes inquired about the status of the Surry Seafood Company.  
Mr. Franklin informed that the restaurant was doing a brisk business. 

 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Mr. Mike Eggleston (Dendron District) appeared before the Board to inquire 
about online access to the County’s Code and to express concerns regarding 
infrastructure and fiscal responsibility. 
 
Ms. Gail Clayton (Carsley District) addressed the Board to provide additional 
information regarding the environmental issues in the Historic Courthouse. 
 
Mr. Sam Edwards (Surry District) appeared before the Board to express his 
support of HRSD and the need for adequate wastewater treatment as it is 
relative to his business. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board convene in closed session to 
discuss personnel matters involving specific employees as permitted by 
Virginia Code §2.2-3711(A)(1) and to discuss both the acquisition of real 
property and disposition of publicly held real property where discussion in 
an open meeting would adversely affect the County’s bargaining position as 
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permitted by Virginia Code §2.2-3711(A)(3).  The motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Holmes and unanimously approved. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Holmes, that the 
Board return to open session and certify, by roll call vote, that only those 
public business matters exempted from the open meeting requirements of 
the Freedom of Information Act and identified in the motion to go into closed 
session were heard, discussed or considered in the closed session. 

 
PRESENT     VOTE 
Chairman Seward      Aye 
Vice-Chair Lyttle      Aye 
Supervisor Wooden      Aye 
Supervisor Holmes      Aye 
Supervisor Drewry      Aye 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Supervisor Lyttle made a 
motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Holmes and 
unanimously approved. 



Surry County CDBG Broadband Project 
 

Task Name Start Finish 
Pre-Contract Administration 1/10/2011 6/9/2011 

Project Kick-Off 8/4/2011 8/12/2011 

Architecture and Integration 8/17/2011 9/28/2011 

Premise Equipment Specification and Selection 9/28/2011 10/15/2011 

Outside Plant Fiber Design 8/17/2011 4/30/2012 

Materials Warehouse/Secured Yard Storage 5/1/2013 6/15/2012 

Outside Plant Fiber Construction 6/18/2012 12/31/2012 

Anchor Customer Installation 2/18/2013 4/30/2013 

 Conduit installation/building penetration 2/18/2013 3/1/2013 

 Fiber pulled and spliced in building 4/1/2013 4/30/2013 

Broadband Service Provider Solicitation, Contract and Coordination 3/1/2013 1/14/2014 

Tower Pre-construction 8/4/2011 6/30/2013 

 Identify Suitable Tower Sites 8/4/2011 10/31/2012 

 Identify and Coordinate with Tower Users 8/4/2011 10/31/2012 

 Purchase/Lease/Select Final Site 8/4/2011 10/31/2012 

 Determine placement on property, size of tower compound 11/30/2012 3/1/2013 

 DHR Clearance Request 2/8/2013 3/8/2013 

 FCC Form 620 application/NEPA, NHPA 4/1/2013 5/15/2013 

 Geotechnical testing, balloon testing 4/1/2013 4/15/2015 

 Local Permitting 4/1/2013 2/01/2015 

 Prepare RFP for Construction Vendor 4/30/2015 5/31/2015 

 Publish RFP 6/01/2015 6/02/2015 

 Close RFP Solicitation/Review and Award Bid 6/30/2015 7/15/2015 

Tower Construction 8/01/2015 11/30/2015 

Foundation Design, Order Tower 8/01/2015 8/08/2015 

Order Pad and Compound Materials 8/09/2015 8/16/2015 

Construction of Tower and Compound 11/15/2013 11/30/2015 

Project Management 1/10/2011 12/31/2015 

Progress Meetings 1/10/2011 12/15/2015 

Davis Bacon Act Compliance 1/10/2011 12/31/2015 

CDBG Project Close-out 12/15/2015 2/29/2016 

Tower 

Delayed/ 

Relocated 

Project 

Start 

Construction 

Start 

Project 

Complete 



Contract with Tower Professional Management Company for Marketing 
(Infrastructure Available for Lessees) 

 

Sept 2016  
ICON Drafting  

Ongoing 

Benchmark Performance with other Communities (Nelson County) for retaining 
wireless service providers 
 

Sept-Oct 2016 Complete 

Wireless ISP Solicitation   
April 2016 
J. Lyttle Executed 
 

Complete 

Contract Negotiations Sept 26, 2016 Ongoing  

Lease Agreement Proposed for BOS Approval  Dec 2016 Outstanding 
Benchmark 

Wireless Provider Subscription Services Launched 3rd QTR FY16-17 Outstanding 
Benchmark 

 


















